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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
 the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond 

the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 
 marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
 marks are not deducted for errors 
 marks are not deducted for omissions 
 answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 

question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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 Annotations in RM Assessor 

 
stamp to annotate blank pages of script to confirm the examiner has seen the page 

 
correct 

 
incorrect 

 
omission (e.g. word missing from the sentence) 

 
indecipherable / incomprehensible 

contradiction 

 
detail 

 
irrelevant 

 
development 

 
inaccurate language 

 
repetition (of language or content) 

 
benefit of the doubt (i.e. response not covered by the mark scheme, but the examiner’s judgement is that credit should be given) 
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 Annotations in RM Assessor 

 
good language 

highlighter  

Please remember that schools can request copies of their marked scripts, with annotations and comments on, so please ensure that any 
annotations / comments that you use are fully justified by the mark scheme. 
 
Wherever possible, please avoid commenting and keep annotations at a minimum. 
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 General Marking Instructions 

Marks Question 1: Enter a mark out of 10 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 10 
units) according to the mark scheme. 
 
Question 2: Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 20 
units) according to the mark scheme. 
 
Question 3 onwards: Enter a mark for each question in the appropriate mark input box. For answers not covered by the mark 
scheme, the annotation tool can be used. After marking the whole of the reading comprehension, enter a mark out of 5 in the mark 
input box for Language and Spelling. 

No 
response 

and ‘0’ 
marks 

There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor. 
 
Award NR (No Response): 
 If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 
 If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. ‘can’t do’ or ‘don’t know’) or 
 If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 
 For all questions which the candidate has not chosen (see box above for more information). 
 
Award 0: 
If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or 
any working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not. 

Batch 
dates All scripts must be marked by the date specified. 

Crossing 
out 

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct. 
 
(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed-out work. 

Marking 
principles 

Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the mark scheme. You will need to consider all alternative 
answers and unexpected approaches in candidates’ scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate the required elements, 
in consultation with you team leader if necessary (or with your product manager if you are a single examiner), and award marks 
accordingly. 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1 
Unit Target Language English Unit 

mark 

1 சிவா வ �y�t�v 
ெச�வத�கான 
ேப¯|¢tகாகt 
கா{¢tெகாz�¯|தா}. 

Siva was waiting for the bus to 
go back home. 

1 

2 அவன¢ ேம�சyைடய�� 
இ}² பல வzணuக� 
ªச~பy�¯|தன . 

There was paint all over his shirt 
today. 

1 

3 பாலƫ  
பாடசாைலெயா}றி� 
ெதாழி� ©Ƭகி}ற 
காரண{தினா� அ}² 
சி²வƫகேளா� அவ} 
©Ƭ|த நிற� த�y�� 
ெசய�பாy�}ேபா¢ 
அவன¢ 
ேம�சyைடய�´� 
நிறuக� ெதறி{தி¯|தன . 

As he works in a preschool, the 
paint got onto his shirt while he 
was doing a painting activity 
with kids. 

1 

 

10  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1 
Unit Target Language English Unit 

mark 

4 அ|நிறuக� 
க¸º�ேபா¢ 
அக}²வ��� எ}² 
அவ§t�{ ெதƬ� 
எ}பதினா� அதைன 
அவ} 
ெபா¯yப�{தவ��ைல . 

As he knew that these colours 
will disappear when he washes 
he did not mind it.  

1 

5 அவ} ஏறேவz�ய 
ேப¯|¢ வ|த¢� சிவா 
அதி� ஏறி அமƫ|¢ கா¢ 
ஒலிநாடாவ�� 
ெதாைலேபசிய�லி¯|¢ 
பாட�கைளt 
ேகy�tெகாz�¯|தா}.  

When the bus came to the stop, 
Siva got in and started listening 
to music on his mobile phone 
with his earphones.  

1 

6 ேப¯|திலி¯|த பல¯� 
அவைன{ தி¯�ப�~ 
பாƫ{தைம சிவாºt� 
சuகட{ைதt ெகா�{த¢ . 

Siva felt very uneasy when 
many people in the bus turned 
and looked at him.  

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1 
Unit Target Language English Unit 

mark 

7 தன¢ 
ேம�சyைடய�´�ள 
வzணuக� காரணமாக 
பல¯� த}ைன{ 
தி¯�ப�~ பாƫ~பதாக சிவா 
எzண�tெகாzடா}. 

Siva thought that people are 
looking at him because of the 
paint on his shirt.  

1 

8 அ|த சமய{தி� அவன¢ 
இ¯tைகt�~ ப�}னா� 
அமƫ|தி¯|த நபƫ 
சிவாைவ ேநாtகி அவ} 
ேகy�� பாட� மிகº� 
ந}றாக உ�ள¢ எ}² 
கzண�{தவzண� 
�றினாƫ . 

At that time, the person sitting 
behind his seat winked and told 
him that the song he was 
listening to was very nice. 

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1 
Unit Target Language English Unit 

mark 

9 அ~ேபா¢தா} தன¢ 
காதி} ஒலி நாடாவான¢ 
ெதாைலேபசிட} உƬய 
வைகய�� 
ெபா¯{த~பy�¯tகாத¢ 
சிவாºt�~ ©Ƭ|த¢. 

Then only Siva realised that the 
wire of his earphone is not 
connected properly to the 
mobile phone.   
 

1 

10 ேப¯|தி� 
இ¯|தவƫகைள ேநாtகி~ 
©}னைகட§� 
சuகட{¢ட§� சிவா 
ம}ன�~©t ேகாƬனா} . 

Siva apologised to everyone in 
the bus with a smile and 
embarrassment.  

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2 
 

Unit English Target Language (for marking 
guidance ) 

Unit 
mark 

1 Rahul’s family decided to have 
dinner 

ரா�லி} ���ப� 
இரºணைவ உzண 
«�ெவ�{தனƫ 

1 

2 at an expensive restaurant one 
Saturday. 

மிக ஆட�பரமான 
வ��திய�� ஒ¯ 
சன�tகிழைமய��. 

1 

3 So, they booked a table for eight 
people 

அதனா�, அவƫக� எy� 
நபƫக¶tகான 
ேமைசெயா}ைற 
«�பதிº ெச�தனƫ.  

1 

4 including their grandparents. தா{தா பாy�t�� 
ேசƫ{¢. 

1 

5 None of them had ever been to 
that particular restaurant before, 

அவƫக¶� எவ¯� 
அத�� «}னƫ அ|தt 
�றி~ப�yட உணº 
வ��திt�v 
ெச}றதி�ைல.  

1 

 

20  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2 
 

Unit English Target Language (for marking 
guidance ) 

Unit 
mark 

6 but they had heard good 
reviews of it. 

ஆனா�, அ|த வ��தி 
ப�றிய ந�ல 
வ�மƫசனuகைள அவƫக� 
ேக�வ�~பy��ளாƫக�.  

1 

7 On the day, they all were well 
dressed and very excited. 

அ|நாள��, அவƫக� 
அைனவ¯� ந}� 
உ�{தி, மிகº� 
உ�சாக{ேதா� 
இ¯|தாƫக�.  

1 

8 The food at the restaurant was 
excellent, and 

உணº வ��திய�}  
உணவான¢ மிகº� 
ந}றாக இ¯|தேதா�, 

1 

9 they all really enjoyed it. அவƫக� அைனவ¯� 
அதைன மகி�vசியாக 
உ¯சி{தனƫ. 

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2 
 

Unit English Target Language (for marking 
guidance ) 

Unit 
mark 

10 Rahul was looking forward to  ரா�� 
எதிƫ~பாƫ{¢tெகாz�¯
|தா}. 

1 

11 the last course the most which 
was the dessert. 

கைடசியாக~ 
பƬமாற~ப�� உணவான 
இன�~©~ பzட{¢t� 

1 

12 The waitress brought out a very 
small amount of ice-cream 

பƬமா²� ெபz மிகº� 
சிறிய அளவ�லான 
பன�t�ைழt ெகாz� 
வ|தா�.  

1 

13 topped with a cherry in a white 
cup. 

ெவ�ைள~ பா{திர{தி� 
ெசƫƬ~ பழ{தா� 
அலuகƬtக~பyட  

1 

14 As the dessert looked very 
small, 

அ|த இன�~©~ பzட� 
மிகº� சிறியதாக 
இ¯|தைமய�னா�,  

1 

15 Rahul looked at his mum ரா�� தன¢ தாைய~ 
பாƫ{தா}. 

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2 
 

Unit English Target Language (for marking 
guidance ) 

Unit 
mark 

16 with great disappointment. மி�|த ஏமா�ற{¢ட} 1 

17 His mum smiled at him and அவன¢ தாயாƫ 
அவைன~ பாƫ{¢ 
©}னைக{¢வ�y� 

1 

18 told him to look at the white cup 
that contained the ice-cream. 

பன�t�ைழt 
ெகாz�¯t�� 
பா{திர{ைத~ 
பாƫt��ப�t �றினாƫ.  

1 

19 To Rahul’s surprise and delight, ரா�லி} 
ஆvசƬய{¢t�� 
மகி�vசிt��  

1 

20 the white cup was made out of 
edible white chocolate. 

அ|த ெவ�ைள~ 
பா{திர� உzணt��ய 
வைகய�� ெவ�ைளv 
சாtலy�னா� 
ெச�ய~பy�¯|த¢.  

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

3 லாவ}யாºt�v சி² வயதி� எ¢ மிகº� க�னமான ெசயலாக 
இ¯|த¢? 
 
திt�, திைச கzடறிவ¢ மிகº� க�னமான ெசயலாக இ¯|த¢. 

1  

4 சி² வயதி� லாவ}யா தன¢ வ�~பைற எ¢ எ}² ெதƬயாம� 
த�மா²�ேபா¢ அவ¶t� யாƫ உதவ� ©Ƭ|தாƫ? 
 
அவள¢ வ�~© ஆசிƬயƫ உதவ� ©Ƭ|தாƫ 

1  

5 லாவ}யாவ�} தாயாƫ அuகா�ய�� அவைள{ தன�யாகv ெச�ல 
வ�yடத} ¬லமாக லாவ}யாºt� எவ�ைறt க�ப�tக «ைன|தாƫ? 
 
1 மன உ²திைய ஏ�ப�{¢த� 
2 தன�யாக{ த�ƫமானuகைள ேம�ெகா�¶த� 
3 த}ன�ப�tைக ஏ�ப�{¢த� 
4 ஊtக� அள�{த� 

3 Give marks for any 3 points out 
of 4  

6 லாவ}யா தி¯�ப� வ¯�வைர தாயாƫ அuகா�ய�� எ}ன ெச�வாƫ?  
 
ஏேத§� ஒ¯ உணº வ��திt�� ேதன �ƫ அ¯|தியப� 
லாவ}யாºtகாகt கா{தி¯~பாƫ. 

1  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

7 அuகா�t�� தா} எu� இ¯tகி}றா� எ}² ©Ƭயாத நிைலய�� 
லாவ}யாºt� எ{தைகய மனநிைல ேதா}²வ¢z�? 
 
1. த�மா�ற� 
2. பய� 

2  

8 லாவ}யாவ�} பதி}ம வயதி� அவள¢ ���ப{தி� எ}ன 
மா�றuக� ஏ�பyடன?  
 
1 தக~பனா¯t� ேவைலய�� இடமா�ற� ஏ�பyட¢. 
2 ���ப� வ �� மாற ேவz�ய ேதைவ ஏ�பyட¢ 

 

2  

9 ©திய வ �� மாறிv ெச}ற நாள�� லாவ}யாவ�} தாயா¯t� ஏ} 
சைமய� ெச�ய «�யவ��ைல?  
 
ஏேத§� இரz� வ�ைடகைள{ த¯க. 
 
1 சைமய� பா{திரuக� ெபy�கள�� ைவtக~பy�¯|ததா´�, 
2 அைன{¢~ ெபா¯yக¶� ©திய வ �y�� இட�மாறி 

இ¯|தைமய�னா´� , 
3 வ �� மாறிய உட� அசதியா´� 

2 Give marks for any two points 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

10 லாவ}யா உணº வ��திt�~ ©ற~ப�வத�� «}னƫ அவள¢ தாயாƫ 
லாவ}யாºt� எவ�ைற வ�ளtகினாƫ? 
 
1 உணº வ��தி உ�ள இட{ைத வ�Ƭவாக வ�ளtகினாƫ 
2 எ|தெவா¯ வ �திைய� கடtக{ ேதைவய��ைல எ}² 

ெதள�ºப�{தினாƫ.  

2  

11 உணº வ��தி தாயாƫ �றி~ப�yட வ �திய�� உ�ளதா எ}பைதv 
சƬபாƫ~பத�காக லாவ}யா எவ�ைறv ெச�தா�? 
 
1 ஒ�ெவா¯ கைடயாக~ ெபயƫகைள~ பாƫ{¢ உணº வ��தி அu� 

உ�ளதா எ}² சƬபாƫ{¢t ெகாzடா� . 
2 எதிƫ{ திைசய�� அ|த உணº வ��தி உ�ளதா எ}² ஒ¯«ைற 

பாƫ{¢t ெகாzடா� . 
3 வ �திய�} ெபயƫ சƬயானதா எ}² சƬபாƫ{¢t ெகாzடா� 

3 No marks if candidate write 
‘கைடைய{ 
ேத�னா�/ேதட{ 
ெதாடuகினா�’ 

12 வ �y���{ தி¯�ப�v ெச�´�ேபா¢ எவ�ைற நிைன{¢ லாவ}யா 
பய|தா�?   
 
1 தாயாƫ திyடt��� 
2 தாயாƫ ேகலி ெச�யt��� 

2  

13 லாவ}யா பாைதையt கzடறிவதி� எ|த{ தவைற ேம�ெகாzடா�? 
 
எƬெபா¯� நிர~© நிைலய{¢t�~ ப�}னா� இ¯|த சிறிய பாைதைய 
அவ� கவன�tகவ��ைல 

1  
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 Language and Spelling 

5 
(Excellent) 

 Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. 
 Varied, precise vocabulary. 
 Relevant material from the text is rephrased in a sophisticated manner. 
 Hardly any or no technical errors. 

4 
(Good) 

 Clear, appropriate language. 
 Appropriate vocabulary. 
 Relevant material from the text is rephrased well. 
 Few technical errors. 

3 
(Adequate) 

 Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simply syntax. 
 Adequate vocabulary. 
 Evidence of copying word for word from text. 
 Some technical errors. 

2 
(Weak) 

 Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simply syntax with some clumsiness. 
 Thin vocabulary. 
 General reliance on copying from text. 
 A number of technical errors. 

1 
(Poor) 

 Thin, inappropriate use of language. 
 Confused and obscure. 
 Indiscriminate copying from the text may occur. 
 Many errors. 

0  Nothing worthy of credit.  

 


